Chapter VI

Berlin, ird-tfh January, 1913.

ON New Year's day I went to the Empress's audience. She
has aged considerably and looks sad. The Emperor was
in an appalling humour. Kiderlen's death is a serious em-
barrassment because he hasn't anyone to replace him. The
post they say is to be offered to Jagow. Wangenheim
would have been chosen, but at present they don't want to
shift him from Constantinople.

I saw quite a number of people on the first. They all
feel frightfully nervous about the unsetded conditions into
which political uncertainty has plunged us. Austria declares
that she won't disarm until peace has been made in the
Balkans and in the meantime ruin is increasing in that Empire
to an incredible extent. Really one doesn't know where
one is and one still has ominous feelings of danger.

Berlin, 8 A January, 1913,

What do you think of Jagow's appointment ? He refused
three times and it required a peremptory command from his
Sovereign before he submitted. He realised the dangers.
But he bowed to necessity and is due to arrive here about
the 20th, He is putting off his departure from Rome for
as long as possible. He is in despair they say and refuses to
accept any congratulations from those who are sufficiently
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